reason of the debilitated condition of the men, unused to the excitement and debauchery of the shore, the cases were less tractable than hitherto. Many of them burdened the list for a long time, chiefly those which were attended with bubo. The abscess after evacuation sometimes assumed an unhealthy aspect, degenerating into phagedenic ulcer, and slow of reparation.
In the summer of 1859 we proceeded to the north of China, and entered on a campaign which, though short, proved very disastrous. At the repulse from the Peiho Forts one-third of our attacking force either fell in action or were disabled by wounds. Besides sustaining this heavy loss, the ship was devastated by a succession of epidemics, viz., fever, cholera, dysentery, small-pox, ophthalmia. For three months, and these the hottest in the year, she became an over-crowded hospital. In that time 840 cases were admitted to the list, and ten of them terminated fatally. The marvellous immunity from serious disease we had previously enjoyed caused our present accumulation of suffering to be all the more keenly felt. In the face of far graver maladies the venereal cases shrank into comparative insignificance.
In October the "Chesapeake" returned to Hong Kong.
After the arduous toils and almost unexampled calamities they had so well endured, the crew stood much in need of relaxation. Leave was therefore allowed soon after they got into harbour. 
